
Holy Faith Episcopal Church One Hundred Years of Ministry 

Many may wonder how a great Gothic church came to be here in a suburb of Los 

Angeles.  Others may want to know why Holy Faith was out front in our recent struggles 

with the largest corporation in the world. It truly is all part of the same story! 

In 1911, seven dedicated Episcopalians felt a need to worship in a place of their own 

choice. Mr. and Mrs. E. F. Harley, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Johnson, and Mr. and Mrs. 

Anslem Grieve started meeting together in the Grieves home for services led by Rev. 

Charles de Garmo.  They were eager to grow the little Church School they had started 

and in August of that year, their services were popular enough to move to the Inglewood 

Masonic Hall.  Their application to become a mission was accepted in October and the 

first Episcopal Church in Ingle wood was a reality. 

Rev. de Garmo's efforts to get the Freeman family, the founders of Inglewood, involved 

in the church resulted first in Mr. Daniel Freeman's appointment as the first Warden of 

the little mission.  Then in 1912, Grace Freeman Howland and her husband Charles 

donated the funds to build the church, rectory and parish hall.  She hired a young 

architect, Philip Frohman, to design what has been called in architectural journals as 

"the most perfect example of true Gothic architecture in the west."  Frohman went on to 

become one of the architects of the National Cathedral in Washington DC.  Those of us 

familiar with that building can see its resemblance to Holy Faith, on a MUCH larger 

scale! 

On November 8, 1914, the Church of the Holy Faith was consecrated by Bishop Joseph 

Horsfal Johnson. The building was dedicated to Catherine Freeman and Mathilda 

Howland, mothers of Charles and Grace.  As an endowed parish and 'private chapel' of 

the Freemans, Holy Faith benefited greatly from artistic improvements over the early 

years.  The Stations of the Cross from Italy were added after the Long Beach 

earthquake, which destroyed the original bell tower in 1933.  The stained glass windows 

were made at the Judson Studios in Pasadena.  The pulpit, lectern and choir stalls were 

imported from England.  The reredos was carved and imported from Bavaria in the late 

1930's. The artist was Anton Lang, who for many decades portrayed Christ in the 

Oberammergau Passion Play. 

In the 1950's as the Centinela Valley area changed from a farming community to a 

center of the newly created aerospace industry, the parish reached its numerical peak 

of 1200 families.  On Easter Sunday 1954, a total of six services were held with 1892 

people in attendance.  To meet the spiritual needs of this community, it would be 

necessary to increase the size of both the church and the Parish Hall. 

A building program, during the tenure of Rev. Samuel D'Amico, resulted in the Parish 

Hall’s being extended and seven more church school rooms added. 



The church was enlarged and the balcony added, doubling the seating capacity from 

200 to 400. The newly expanded building was dedicated in 1959. 

In the late sixties, things were changing in the Inglewood community once again.  It was 

in these years that the first African Americans attended Holy Faith. 

The rector at that time, Rev. Earl Cavanaugh, was involved on the committee to 

integrate the Inglewood schools and he also built strong, ecumenical relationships with 

other Inglewood churches.  Community Good Friday services were held here and we 

organized Vacation Bible School with the Presbyterians and Methodists annually. 

In the 1970's a major push was made to improve the property.  The church was painted 

and other significant improvements were made.  At this time the first African 

parishioners and the first Latinos who spoke Spanish only, came to Holy Faith.  The 

Latinos had been workers on the restoration of the property and asked if they could at 

tend the church.  However, it was another whole decade before the parish began to 

provide services in Spanish. 

During the last twenty years, Holy Faith has seen a growing commitment to multicultural 

ministry and the cause of peace and justice. The 'outreach' programs of the 50's and 

60's  consisted of donating funds to various Church missions and organizations  and 

assembling packages for a World Community Project. But since that time, during Rev. 

Gary Commins' tenure, a weekly bag lunch program for the homeless grew into a Food 

Bank that at one time served 200 individuals with groceries once a week.  An After-

school program and a Nutrition and Fitness Program started here became the 

inspiration for the Jubilee Consortium, a network of service and outreach organizations 

of which Holy Faith is a founding member. 

In the 1990s, a group of six parishioners, working and studying for over a year, 

launched the Alternatives to Violence Project, the Keep It Real youth program that 

offers a variety of activities including boxing, basket ball, tutoring, retreats and generally 

a place to belong for teenagers in this community. 

For twenty years, the Episcopal Urban Intern Program, a diocesan program that was 

housed here, brought five or six young adult interns from all over the country every year 

to be a part of our faith community while they worked in various social service positions 

all over Los Angeles. 

Being a true multicultural Christian community should result in a greater sense of 

responsibility  for all our neighbors.   The Justice and Mercy Commission educate and 

organize the parish to support justice issues locally and globally. We have hosted the 

local CROP Walk for Hunger for several years and now participate with other churches 

and groups in our neighborhood.  Our current Rector, Altagracia Peréz-Bullard, 



challenged us to become involved in the fight here in Inglewood to keep our City 

Charter from being amended by the agents of Big Business and we continue to tackle 

the ongoing issues of fairness for all who live and work in our community by participat-

ing in the New Century Project, by offering support to the unemployed and 

underemployed  through the Faith Advocates for Jobs Program. 

As we celebrate one hundred years of ministry to this community, we strive to live up to 

our Mission Statement: 

As God's house, Holy Faith opens its doors to everyone. 

God's love is constant and Holy Faith celebrates the beauty in each one of us because 

we are all created in God's image. 

We believe the Holy Spirit embraces, protects, and cares for persons of every race, 

gender, age, sexual orientation, economic •circumstance and belief.   Holy Faith 

respects all people and we welcome everyone to worship with us. 


